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‘The magical or religious rites intended to secure the fertility of the
fields, were naturally within the special competence of the women who
cultivated them, and whose fertility was linked to the earth’s. Many of
the women’s religious associations were doubtless concerned originally
with discharging that important function’. (Robert Briffault : The
Mothers, p. 3:3)
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8, Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics.
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“The belief that the sexual act assists the promotion of an abundant
harvest of the earth’s fruits, and is indeed indispensable to secure it, 1s
univerasl in the lower phases of culture.” (Robert Briffauit : The
Mothers, p. 3 : 196)
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‘In India, too, fish is looked upon with reverence.....all varieties are
emblems of fertility, and therefore. used in marriage rites. The
significance of fish in the religious rites pertaining to marriages of the
Aos, the Chorigis, the Lohars of the U.P as well as of the Bengalis
may, therefore, be now apparent...that is why fish is taboo to a Bengali
widow, and is to be held in her hand by a Bengali bride in performing
marriage rites...Mina (fish) forms one of the panchamakars (five m-s) of
the Vama-Margin Saktas, a section of the Indian devotees of the
Mother-Goddess, who have kept up faithfully most of the barbaric
traditions connected with her worship in all their pristine purity. (S.K.
Dikshit : The Mother Goddess, p. 30 : 6)
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‘In Egypt and amongst the Saivites in India, the lotus is symbol of the

reproductive act (Creuzer, Symbolik and Mythologic, Liepzig, 1936-43,

Ii, 412) The Buddhists of north countries still repeat, without

suspecting the origin of the phrase, ‘Om,” the Jewel in the lotus.

Amen’ (Brinton, the Religious Sentiment, 214). In the west, too, these

symbols persist, even when, as also among the Buddhists, they

contradict the central doctrine of the religion in which they appear’,

(Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics)
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“The matriarchal constitution of the primitive group resolves itself,
nevertheless, like all functional adjustments, into economic relations :
functional sexual differences leading to social differences must
necessarily translates themselves into economic relations. Robert
Briffault-The Mothers. p. 1 : 435)
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‘Tantrism 1s neither Buddhist nor Hindu in origin, it seems to be a
religious undercurrent, originally independent of any abstruse
metaphysical speculation, flowing on from an obscure point of time in
religious history of India. With these practices and yogic processes,
which characterise Tantrism as a whole, different philosophical, or
rather theological systems got closely associated in different times. T
WG JE=A - ‘Side by side with the commonly known theological
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speculations and religious practices, there has been flowing in India an
important religious undercurrent of esoteric yogic practices from a
pretty old time ; these esoteric practices, when associated with the
theological speculations of the Saivas and the Saktas have given rise to
Saiva and Sakta Tantrism ; and again, when associated with the
speculations of Bengal Vaisnavism, the same esoteric practices have
been responsible for the growth of the esoteric Vaisnavite cult, known
as the Vaisnava Sahajia movement.

T,
“The real origin of the cult lies more outside Buddhism than inside it.
(R BIBIAIT, EIRPTIS 74 © %], 8¢e—¢Y)
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‘In tretaing Suifsm the authoritative manuals generally contain some
discussion concerning the elements of the good life as conceived by
various schools, but the fact that the basic principle of the system 1s
the reality of God alone led, adopts to frame their own
corollaries...since morality 1n large measure, though not entirely
concerns man as a social being, some of the more enligntened of the
Sufis insisted that the true saint lives among his fellow-men mades
with them, marriee and takes part in social activities without ever
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forgetting God for a moment. There were those, however, who regarded
ascetic seclusion as the means of achieving goodness. Furthermore, in
an early stage of the history of Sufism, Koranic teaching concerning
predestination developed logically into towakkul ‘absolute reliance’
upon God, and, therefore, into quietism. (Reuben Levy-The Social
Structure of Islam-p-211 : 212)
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